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Overview of Examiner Comments on Speaking 

 
Candidate A  Part 1: Where you live, family, learning English  
 
Band 6 
This candidate is not really willing to respond at length and many of her answers are short. 
However, she does respond directly to the examiner’s questions. There is some hesitation 
and although some markers are used effectively, there is occasional loss of coherence (loud 
… because … annoying sometimes). She mainly demonstrates quite simple vocabulary in 
this part of the test, but uses this effectively to talk about a range of topics. There is some 
inappropriacy (they’re trying us to speak) but there is also evidence of appropriate noun 
modification and less common expressions (I’ve got my own; younger brother; once in a 
while; really unclear; nearly everyone; it’s always good to…). Overall, she tends to use 
simple structures with a high level of accuracy. There is some evidence of a wider range, but 
hardly any examples of complexity in this part of the interview and some sentences are 
incomplete. Her pronunciation is clear throughout with only minor mispronunciation of 
phonemes. However, her responses are short and there is little evidence of a wide range of 
phonological features used to convey meaning.  
 
 
Candidate B   Part 2: A well-known person    
 
Band 5 
This candidate can keep going, but she uses only a limited range of connectives.  There are 
frequent self-corrections and false starts, but she does not need long pauses to find 
language. She uses a sufficient range of vocabulary to communicate non-personal 
information, but she is sometimes not able to paraphrase Spanish words (mitos; histories), 
which indicates her limitations. She is able to use a limited range of tense and complex 
structures, although the frequency of errors is quite high in these. Her pronunciation is a 
weak feature of her performance and causes some strain for the listener.  She has a strong 
accent with systematic mispronunciations and incomplete word endings. She also has 
marked stress and intonation patterns that make patches of speech quite hard to follow at 
times. 
 
 
Candidate C  Part 2: A well-known person    
 
Band 7 
This candidate is able to speak at length without loss of coherence. Although there are some 
hesitations and reformulations, there is not much repetition across his long turn. He 
sequences the information appropriately and links ideas using a range of discourse markers. 
He also uses a range of vocabulary, including less common items (legend; background; 
inspired; creativity; style), with some flexibility and awareness of collocation (a pop icon; fight 
for their rights). Although there are inappropriate word choices, these do not impede 
comprehension and the range lifts the rating to this higher band. He also uses a range of 
complex structures and embedded clauses, with some flexibility.  Although his tenses are 
not always accurate in this part, error-free structures are still frequent. Candidate C has a 
strong accent and regularly produces ‘f’ for ‘th’. In this part of the test, however, he only 
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mispronounces individual words (leegend; founds for funds), and although his stress 
patterns are sometimes distorted by intrusive fillers (ehm), his speech is generally clear.  
 
 
Candidate D  Part 3: Parties      
 
Band 4 
This candidate can keep going, although her responses are rather repetitive and she relies 
heavily on certain expressions (something like; you know) which she uses repetitively.  
She uses a sufficient range of vocabulary to discuss less familiar topics, with occasional 
appropriate use of less common items. However, she often reverts to the personal and uses 
a lot of simple phrases.  She attempts to paraphrase, but with mixed success.  She uses 
predominantly the simple present tense, and makes errors when she attempts a wider range 
(haven’t known). She attempts to use complex structures, but there is a lot of systematic 
error caused by the addition of ‘s’ to a variety of word forms, and this is confusing. The 
mispronunciation of individual sounds is very frequent and results in many quite basic words 
and whole patches of speech being difficult to follow. Features of her pronunciation and the 
impact on grammatical control keep the rating for this candidate down to Band 4. 
 
 
Candidate E  Part 3: News      
 
Band 4 
This candidate attempts to keep going, but is unable to do so because of noticeable pauses, 
frequent self-correction and breakdowns in coherence.  She links some ideas, but uses 
simple connectives repetitively. Her range of vocabulary is sufficient for only very limited 
discussion of unfamiliar topics. She makes errors in word choice and she is frequently 
imprecise (something like that; not just argue something).  She has some control of basic 
sentence forms, but there are frequent errors or incomplete structures and few attempts at 
complex sentences. She is able to produce some acceptable features of pronunciation, but 
there are more than occasional mispronunciations, some of which cannot be understood.  
Stress and intonation patterns are severely distorted, causing strain for the listener. She is a 
good example of candidate performance at this level. 
 
 
Candidate F  Part 3: Hobbies      
 
Band 3 
This candidate is unable to keep going and her responses are limited to short, simple 
utterances that convey little information. Her speech is hesitant, repetitive with frequent 
corrections, and punctuated by very long pauses while she searches for language.   
She uses simple vocabulary and seems dependent on the language of the question, 
indicating that her range is not sufficient for less personal topics.  She can produce basic 
sentence forms, but uses a very limited range of simple sentence forms with a lot of effort.  
Her pronunciation is relatively clear, but the samples of speech are so short that there is only 
evidence of a limited range of acceptable features and this limits the band.  Although her 
control of basic sentences and her pronunciation are slightly stronger features, they are not 
sufficient to raise her above Band 3. 
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Candidate G  Part 3: Hobbies       
 
Band 5 
In spite of some hesitation, the candidate can generally maintain the flow of speech, but he 
does not offer sufficient extension to give long responses. He uses a range of connectives 
and markers, although these tend to be rather mechanical and are almost always at the 
beginning of his sentences. There is some hesitation, reformulation and occasional loss of 
coherence, but generally simple speech is produced with some fluency. He tends to 
personalise responses and also uses vocabulary repetitively, which indicates a lack of 
confidence in his resource. Nevertheless, he demonstrates sufficient language to talk about 
more general trends.  He tends to use a limited range of structures repetitively, including ‘if’ 
clauses, but with little complexity beyond these. He is able to demonstrate control of basic 
structures, but errors occur repeatedly.  His pronunciation is generally clear, with occasional 
mispronunciation of individual words (deflation), rather than patches of speech that are hard 
to follow. Stress and intonation patterns, while marked, do not prevent comprehension.  
This is a good example of Band 5 performance. 
 
 
Candidate H  Part 3: Hobbies      
 
Band 6 
He is able to keep going and is willing to give long answers, though he sometimes does not 
directly answer the examiner’s question. There is some hesitation and repetition in his 
speech, however, and this limits his fluency. He uses a range of discourse markers, though 
not always appropriately or accurately (but on the other side; in nearest future). His 
vocabulary is sufficient to discuss the topics at some length, and in spite of some uncertainty 
(how to say?) and some inaccurate word choice (This is not very well for family or health), he 
generally conveys his ideas and opinions effectively. He attempts to use a mix of simple and 
complex structures, but his control of grammar is rather variable and omissions of verbs, as 
well as minor errors, become quite frequent towards the end of the test. This is the weakest 
aspect of his performance in this part. His pronunciation is generally clear with occasional 
words that are difficult to catch (gardening), because of mispronunciation of individual 
sounds or incorrect word stress. In this part, the candidate’s performance is a clear example 
of Band 6. 
 
 
Candidate I  Part 3: Hobbies      
 
Band 7  
This candidate can maintain the flow of conversation without noticeable effort, although he 
has a rather slow delivery, with some hesitations. He uses a range of reference markers 
fluently and naturally to give cohesion (It’s likely that they will; so that helps). Overall, 
however, his topic development is limited and he does not extend his responses sufficiently 
to reach Band 8. His vocabulary is appropriate but he does not use an extensive range. 
Examples of good collocation and idiomatic usage (the job ladder) are not as frequent as 
they would be at higher bands, and are sometimes not well-integrated, or they result in 
awkward expressions (everything in excess is not good; to provide themselves; want to go 
higher, higher on the job ladder). A range of structures is used, but there are not enough 
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complex structures to raise the performance above Band 7. The level of accuracy is high, 
with only a few minor errors, but the candidate stays within a safety zone of relatively simple 
language.  Candidate I has only a slight accent that has very little impact on his English 
pronunciation. He is able to use a wide range of phonological features to convey meaning 
effectively (it’s not that difficult to play) and to make precise distinctions (more popular vs 
most popular).  This is a high level candidate who seems to play safe and, in doing so, fails 
to produce sufficient language to be awarded a higher band.  
 
 
Candidate J  Part 3: Hobbies      
 
Band 8 
This candidate speaks very fluently and is able to give long, complex and very detailed 
responses without any loss of coherence, repetition or language searches. She uses a wide 
range of discourse markers naturally and precisely. Her range of vocabulary allows a high 
degree of precision and flexibility with plenty of examples of stylistically appropriate 
language. Only occasional inaccuracies or slight inappropriacies (have your focal point on) 
restrict her rating. She uses a wide range of complex structures with the majority of 
sentences error-free. However, there are examples of inappropriate choice of tense and 
other occasional, non-systematic errors. Candidate J is easy to understand throughout the 
test, in spite of her accent. Although there are occasional mispronunciations of individual 
phonemes, these have minimal effect on communication. She is able to use a wide range of 
features, such as intonation and contrastive stress, to convey meaning. 


